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. 2COR. i. 3. 2 
But I fear, leſt by any means, as the Serpent 
 beguiled Eve, thro his ſubtilty ; ſo your 
minds ſhould be corrupted from the ſimpli- 
city that is in Chriſt, VV 
URSUANT to the Notice which has 

been publickly given in the ſeveral 

Congregations of Proteſtant Diſſen- 
— ters in and about this City, I ap- 
pear here to-day; not ſo much to begin the 

Courſe of Sermons intended to be preach'd in 

this Place every Thus ſday Morning, againſt 

Popery, for ſome Time to come, as to intro- 
duce this Deſign, and to let you know what 

you are to expect on this Occaſion, and what 

has induced ſo many of us to engage in this 

Bufineſs at this particular Juncture. Now I 

may ventuae to tell you in the general, and at 

preſent, That you may expect to hear, ſo far 
as theſe Sermons go, the Proteſtant Religion 

_ defended, and the Popiſh Religion fairly charg- 
ed, fully heard, and ſolemnly condemn'd, as 
the grand Apoſtacy of the Chriſtian Church, 
a groſs Corruption of Goſpel Simplicity, and a 
wicked Deſign to raiſe the Authority of Men 
upon the Ruins of the Authority of Chriſt, 
and to increaſe their Wealth, Power, and 
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Grandeur in the World. at the Expinde of all 
Civil and Religious Liberty. So odious and 
dangerous a Thing is Popery; and therefore 
Papfſts muſt excuſe us, who are thoroughly per- 
ſuaded of this faid Truth, if we expole and 
treat it accordingly, 
Fet this I will venture to ay, and F would 
chaſe to ſay it here, That we bear no ill Will 
to the Perſons of Pa apiſts, and how ill ſoever 
we think of their Religion, we pity them who 
profeſs it, as deluded People, and are grieved 
for the Blindneſs that has happened, to them, and 
for the Hardneſs of their Hearts : They very 
well know, that much has been laid and writ- 
ten by Proteſtants for their Conviction, and to 
take off the Veil from their Faces; and we cha- 
ritably believe concerning many of them, that 
could they get rid of the Prejudices of Edu- 
cation, could they come at more and better 
Light, might they ſearch the Scriptures, and 
were not their Inquiries prevented by the ter- 
rifying Apprehenſions of Cenſure and Puniſh- 
ment, and were they not intoxicared with the 
Arts and Sophiſtry of crafty and deſigning Men, 
they would forſake this idolatrous and impure 
Communion. and rely embrace the Proteſtant 


Reformation. 


Whether any papiſts will attend this Lecture 
or no, I know not; many there are, it ſeems, 
both Prieſts and proſelytes. in and near this 
City; ſhould the one Sort ſee fit, and the other 
be permitted to attend this Service, I verily be- 
lieve they would hear enough to convince 


any 


L 7 N 


any candid and 3 Cheiftian: 0 
that Popery is not the ſureſt Way to Salvation. 


and that the Proteſtant Religion, which they 


ſo injurouſly call 2 damnable Hereſy, and ſo 


freely and frequently curſe, is the very Truth) 


as it is in Feſus, and that Faith which was once 
| deliver d unto the Saints. In this Faith we 


mean to confirm our own People; it is the De- 


ſign of this Lecture to arm and guard Prote- 
lanes againſt the Errors and Dangers of Popery ; 

What therefore naturally ariſes from the Subjects 
in debate will be ſaid freely, tho', I hope, 
Care will be taken nor to tranſgreſs the Rules 


of Decency ; and ſhould Curioſity, or any o- 


ther Motive, induce either Popiſh Prieſts or 


People to be preſent here, I dare ſay, they will 4 
have no juſt Cauſe to complain, that they are 


not treated in this Controverſy either as Gentle- 


men or as Chriſtians. Some of us have heard 
it has been objected, that any Opportunity of 


| Converſation upon the. Matters in difpute be- 
tween us and the Church of Rome has been 
refus'd, when defir' d; but J believe there is no 


ſufficient Ground * ſuch a Pretence. We 


firmly believe we have great Advantage in this 


Controverſy in Point of Argument, and this 


will be prov'd and maintained freely and fully, 


whether our Adverſaries care to hear it or no. 


For if the Biſhop of Rome will confidently 
aſſume what neither he nor any Man in the 
World has a Right o; if Popiſh Councils and 
Prelates will decree and impoſe Falſhood, Ab- 
ſurdity, Contradiction, and I know not whar 


Stuff 


[6]. 


Stuff and Trumpery, and this upon pain of 
Effuſion of Blood, they muſt expect and bear to 
this will be ſhewn and proved to you from Au- 


rhors and Records which Papiſts es al- 
low t to be approved and pts | 


count I am to give you of this Lecture, I will 


take thus. 


ſeveral great Diſorders were crept into the 


among them, very much to their own Dif 
I! honour and his Prejudice, writes them two 


Intereſt and Power he had in this Church, 
and attempts to break the Faction ſtirr'd up 
_ againſt him amongſt the Corinthians, and to 
= rectify their Diforders. Having ſucceeded in 
this Aer, and found by Titus that they 


Damnation, and, when they have it in their 
Power. inforce their Authority with all the 
Cruelties of Perſecution, inhumane Torture, and 


be told on't; and till they repent and renounce 
their Errors and Wickedneſs, they muſt ſtand 
charg'd with them, and with all the Inſamy and 
Reproach theſe Things deſerve. I ſuppoſe 
they'll complain; but if they do, they are to 
be told, the Fault and Blame is theirs - and 


But before 1 proceed any farther in the Ac- | 


a little conſider the Text juſt now read : The 
Connection and Import of which you may 


The Apoſtle Paul having underſtood that 
Church of Corinth, and that the Corinthians 


had gotten a new Leader, or Leaders, amongſt 
them, who oppoſed him, and raiſed a Faction 


Letters; in the firſt of which he tries what 


repented, 
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tepented, ſubmitted to his Orders, and were 
by his firſt Letter brought into a good Diſpo- 


fition of Mind towards him, he writes them 
this ſecond Letter, in which he more freely - 


juſtifies | himſelf, and deals more roundly and 


ſharply with his Oppoſers: This Deſign runs | 
thro' the firſt ſeven Chapters of this Epiſtle, | 
and being interrupted by an Exhortation to a 


liberal Contribution towards the Neceſſities of 


their poor Brethren at Feruſalem, is afterwards 


reſum d, Chapter the toth, and continued in 
this: Would to God (lays he) Ver. 1. you could 


bear with me a little in my Folly : So he mo- 
deſtly calls his own Self-Defence, which if ir 


had a ſhew of Vanity they had made it neceſ- 
fary. For ] am zealous over you with godly 
_ Jealouſy : 1 fear leſt the vilifying Speeches of 
my Adverſaries ſhould pervert and miſlead you. 


For] have eſpouſed you to one Husband, that I || 
may preſent you as @ chaſte Virgin unto Chriſt : 


I have formed you for Chriſt, and brought you 
to him, and am in Care that you may not be 


drawn aſide from that Subjection and Obedi- 


_ ence you owe to him. But I fear leſt by any 


Means, i. e. ſome Means or other, as the Ser- 


peut beguiled Eve thro his Subtilty, i. e. the 


Devil by the Serpent, under the Pretence of 
_ Kindneſs, and other Atts, /o your Minds ſhould 
becorrupted from the Simplicity that is in Chriſt. 


9.4. I fear leſt your Hearts divide and rove, I 
am afraid of your heing unchaſte and corrupred. 
Chriſtianity is plain and ſimple, and no im- 
pure Mixtures are to be made or allowed with 
. 8 it; 


[8] 

at; no Jewiſh Obſervances, no human Inyen⸗ = 
tions, no old or new Traditions; to this ſingly, 15 
without Addition or Alteration, fhould Chri- ti: 
ſtians ſtick and adhere, keeping to the Trink | 
as it is in Jeſus, and preſerving the Simplicity 0 | 
of the Goſpel ; not mingling it with any thing 

that is falle and foreign to it, not concealin 

any Part of it, or mixing any Falſhood with 
ir, or wreſting and perverting the true Scnſe 
and Meaning of it to ſerve our own Ends, the 
Luſts of others, or any worldly Purpoſes what- 

ſoever. 
ll Thus the Apoſtle ſhews his own fair Prac- 
ll rice, and the falſe and fraudulent Behaviour of 
his Adverſaries as to this, in the qth Chapter 
of this Epiſtle, 2d Verſe, We have renounced 
the hidden things of diſhoneſty, not walking in 
 eraftineſs, nor handling the word of God deceit- 
fully, but by manifeſtation of the truth, com- 
mendin 2 our ſelves to every man's Con ſcience in 
4 


the 4.8 of ( God. 
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rom the Text thus explain d, I ſhould be 
led to obſerye, 

I. The Apoſtle's Account of the Goſp el. or 

5 Chriſtian Revelation; it is zhe Simplieny that 
ic in Chriſt, 

iy II. The Concern he expreſſes left thoſe who 

are in poſſeſſion of the Goſpel ſhould be cor- 

[| rupted from the Simplicity of it. This he in- 
timates by godly Zealouſy and holy Fear, 

Novy this as it gives one a pleaſing and grate· 

| ful View of the * and engages . 8 
x eart 


[9] 


Heart to receive it on account of its Plainneſs 5 
and Perſpicuity, its Simplicity and Purity; ſo 


it ſhews us the great Duty and Buſineſs eſpe- 


cially of Chriſtian Miniſters, and that is, to 


preſerve the Simplicity of the Goſpel them- 


ſelves, and to warn and fortify all under their 
Care againſt 2 ſinful and dangerous Cor- 


ruption. I am ſtrangely miſtaken if Popery 
be not a groſs Corruption of Chriſtianity, .and 


a moſt ſcandalous Departure from the Simpli- 
city that is in Chriſt : In oppoſing therefore 
the Growth of this, carefully watching all its 
Motions, taking the Alarm ourſelves, and gi- 


ving a faithful Warning to others when we ſee 
any of its Emiſſaries taking pains to propagate 
this Religion, eſpecially if they do it, or are 
likely to do it with any Succeſs, is, no doubt, 


acting in Character as Chriſtian Miniſters, and 
doing the Duty of Watchmen, Overſeers, Shep- 
_ herds, and Stewards who are intruſted with the 


rich and invaluable Treaſure of the Goſpel, 


and of whom it is required that they be found 
faithful to God and Chriſt, to their own Souls 
and the Souls of others. 


Permit me to give you only a ſhort and 


general View of Popery under the following 
Heads, and then leaye you to conclude, Whe- 
ther it be not a Corruption of the Simplicity 
that is in Chriſt. 15 1 >" 


2 Many Doctrines of Popery are falſe and 


abſur d. : 
I is 3 B | 2. Po- 
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[16 ] 
2. Popiſh Worſhip is idolatrons. 


3. Many Practices it recommends. are impi- 
ous and wicked. 


4. The Spirit of Popery is \tyrangical, do- 
OY and cruel. Muy 


1615 Nlany Doctriues of Payorſ i are - Falſe and 


5 abend There are, I acknowledge, ſome com- 
mon Chriſtian Principles in which Proteſtants 
and Papiſis both agree; ſuch as the Being and 


Perfections of God, the Truth and Inſpiration 


of the 23 the Doctrine of the Trinity, 
and that 


faction of Jeſus Chriſt the Son of 
only Lord and Saviour; but then Popery cor- 


the Death, Sufferings, and Satis- 


rupts ſo as well nigh to deſtroy ſome of theſe, 


and adds many others which are both falſe, ab- 
ſurd, and dangerous. For inſtance, Papiſts own 


the Bible to be the Word of God, and they 


allow that all Scripture is given by the in ſpi- 
ration of God; but then they make the Scrip- 
ture to depend upon their Church both for the 


. Truth, and Senſe of it. Take a- 
, lays the Jeſuit, (whom the celebrated Mr. 


; rel ſo effectually anſwered) the Au- 
thority of the Church, and no Man can be aſ- 
ſured that any one Book or Parcel of Scrip- 


ture was written by divine Inſpiration. And 


then they make themſelves the only Interpre- 
ters of dne. The Council of Trent is 


* Nut or W en the Jeſuit in his Merq TP Truth ; which 


n Mr. Chill;noworth anſwered in his celebrated Piece, entitkd, 
The Religion of old ae 


God, our 


XA 


+ 
2 A 


| £8 + 
a little upon the Reſerve as to the former 
Point; but as to this, it declares roundly, 
that it belongs to the Church to judge of 
the true Senſe and Meaning of Scripture.* 
So that we are never the better for our Bi- 
ble, till they have put a Senſe upon it for 
us. And as to the Doctrine of Chriſt's Sut- 
ferings and Satisfaction for Sin, it is ſo corrup— 
ted wich their impure ! Mixtures of Merit. In- 
dulgence, and Abſolution, as greatly to diſ- 
| honour the Merits, and eclipſe the Glory of 
the bleſſed Redeemer. And beſides the pure 
Doctrines of Chriſtianity which they corrupt, 
what a ſpurious Offspring do they add 
ſuch as thoſe of Tradition, the Seven Sacra- 
ments, which are Baptiſm, Confirmation, Eu- 
5 chariſt. Penance, Extreme UnCtion, Orders, 
and Matrimony — All theſe the Council 
of Trent declare to be Sacraments; and if 
any one ſays they are not ſo, that they are ſu- 
per fluous, or do not confer Grace, let him (ſay 
theſe Doctors) be accurſed + Add to theſe 
— The Doctrine of Tranſubſtantiation, Com- 
munion in one kind, Veneration of Saints and 
Images, Prayer in an unknown Tongue, au- 
ricufar Confeſſion, Purgatory; but above all. 
thoſe of the Supremacy of St. Peter, and 
the Infallibility and Authority of the Church; 
and you will ſoon conclude what a Corruption = 


5 * Ecclefiz eſt judicare de vero ſenſu & interpretatione ſerp⸗ 
turatcum ſacrarum. Seſſ. 440. 
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[ 12 ] | 
there is in Popery of the Simplicity of the 
Chriſtian Doctrine. 

2. The Worſhip of the Church of Rome is 
idolatrous. The Scriptures teach us thar God 
is the only proper Obje& of Worſhip : God 
is 4 Spirit, and to be worſhipped in Spirit 
and Truth. Thou fhalt worthy the Lord thy 
God, and him only ſhalt thou ſerve. And 
they teach us, 'T hi Jeſus Chriſt is the Son of 
God and Saviour of Men, and our only Me- 
diator and Advocate with the Father: There ies 
one God, and one Mediator between God an! 
Men, the Man Chriſt Feſus. This is the pure 
and ſimple, the plain and unmixed Doctrine of 
the Goipel : But Papiſts miſapply their Wor- 
ſhip, and give that Honour to Creatures which 
is due to God alone. They have a great Ca- 
talogue of Saints, whom they admit into that 
Order by a ſolemn Canonization, and then 
account them Objects of Worſhip and Inter- |: 
ceſſors in Heaven for the Church on Earth. 
The Council of Trent determines, that it is 
good and profitable to invoke the Saints; and 4 
declares, that whoever ſays this is Idolatry, or |. 
_ contrary to the Word of God, or the Honour 1. 
of Chriſt, they do zmpze ſentire, their Senti: 
ments herein are impious and wicked.“ This 
is the Doctrine, and they practiſe accord 
ingly. They have ſtated Offices and Forms of 
Prayer, according to which they worſhip their 
Saints. Sometimes they pray to particular |} 
een ſometimes by this and the other Saint, - + 
* Sefl, 25, Decret. de . danct. i 
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ſome- 


„ 
ſometimes they join God and the Saint, ſome- 
times not; but I will only mention one gene- 
ral Form; it is this: O all ye Saints and 
Elect of God, I beſeech you by the Love 

„ wherewith he hath loved you——help me 
«© moſt miſerable Sinner, before Death ſhall 
ſnatch me hence, and reconcile me ro m 
Creator, before Hell ſhall deyour me.” 12 
this acceptable to God? Is this honourable to 
4 Chriſt? Is nor this Idolatry org = | 9 
i 3. Popery recommends many impious and 
wicked Practices. The Simplicity of the Go- 
ſpel, as to Practice, lies very clear and plain 
before us. The Scriptures teach us the Duty 
God requires, of Men, and they ſtrictly and 
ſolemnly require of us Purity of Heart, and 
Holineſs of Life ; Repentance towards God, 
Faith towards our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and un- 
feigned, impartial, uniform, and perſeveriug 
Obedience. The two grand things in Reli- 
gion, are Knowledge and Practice. Chriſtiani- 
ty is a vital, practical thing. We are nothing 
and do nothing, if we do not aim and labour 
after all holy Converſation and Godlineſs. The 
Grace of God, i. e. the Goſpel or Doctrine of 
Grace, hath appeared unto us, bringing Salvua- 
tion, and teaches us to deny ©Uneodlineſs and © 
worldly Luſts, and to live ſoberly, righteoufly, 
and godly in this World. Well, this is true, you'll 
ſay, and to be taken on all hands for granted; 
but how does this affect Popery ? Arc there 


Hor. B. Virg. Sec. uſ. Sar, p. 77. 
— 5 not 


* - 
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[ T4 ] 
not holy and good Men of both Communions? 
And are there not bad of both? Ungodly, diſ- 1 
huoneſt. intemperate Proteſtants, as well as Pa- F 
piſts? Is there much to chuſe in this point? * 
Will you put us upon counting Numbers on 
both ſides? Can you ſay the generality of Pro- 1 
teſtants are virtuous and good? Have Prote- 
ſtant Countries that r-ghteouſneſs amongſt them 
which exalteth a nation; and are they in a re- 
markable and diſtinguiſhing manner clearer 
than Popiſh ones, from thole Sius that are à 
ſhame to any People? Or is the perſonal Cha- 
racter of a Proteſtant always or generally bet- 
ter than that of a Papiſt? Now here, I con- 
feſs, I very much wiſh I could make a better 
Apology for Proteſtants than I am able. 1 
wiſh 1 could more unanſwerably appeal to 
Facts and Numbers on this Queſtion. Would 
to God the People of our Communion would 10 
lay this Matter to heart, and that there were ly 
fewer ungodly, diſhoneſt, intemperate and per- 
fidious Proteſtants in every Place, and every 
Day than other | —— But when I have admit- 9 
ted this Charge, I muſt take leave to add, that 1 
there are ſome ſad Truths to be told of Pope- 
ry even here, which can't be either denied or 
excuſed. Proteſtants, however they practiſe, 
are taught to keep the Commandments of 
God, and if they break any of them, it is no 
fault of their Religion : Bur Papiſts break the 
Commandments of God, and teach Men to 
do ſo, and their doing ſo is the fault of 0 * 
bo ie 5 Reli- 


E. 


Religion. Popery is itſelf ſubverſive of prac- 
tical Religion, and really teaches thoſe things 
and allows thoſe Liberties which naturally tend 
to and iſſue in all kinds of Senſuality, World» 
lineſs, and Wickedneſs. Papiſts own one for 
Head of the Church, who can (they ſay) when 
he pleaſes, diſpenſe with ſeveral Commands of 
Chriſt. Bellarmine ſays it may be affirmed in 
a OR Senſe, that Chriſt has given Peter PW - 
to make that to be Sin which 1 13 no Sin, 
Wh that which is no Sin, to be Sin. * The Q 
of Trent affirms— That the Church can diſpenſe 
with ſome things forbidden about Marriage in 
the Levitical Law; and if any queſtion thay 


or ſay the contrary, they are accurſed ; fand 


they have accordingly taken upon them to re- 
verſe many law ful Marriages, and make ince- 
ſtuous ones lawful : The Pope and the Church 
can (they ſay) abſolve Men from the moſt ſo- 
lemn Vows, Oaths, and Contracts, and can 
diſpenſe above and againſt Law, for this choice 
Reaſon — That the Pope” s Tribunal and God's 
are but one. + The Papiſts likewiſe teach the 
bad Doctrine of Venial Sins, z. e. the Perſon 
who ſo fins is not fo far gullty as that God can 
in juſtice puniſh him; he docs not deſerve one 


Stripe in Hell for Thouſands and Millions of 


_ theſe Tranſgreſſions. Nay they go farther ftill, 
they grant Licenſes to commit any fort of Sins. 


17 De ExculaGoge Barchii, cap. 31. 
A Seſſ. 24. Can. 3. 
4 Sages Polem. ” Diſco, 342. 
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Rivet tells us, he ſaw a Book at Paris, printed : 


in the Year 1 5OO cum privilegio, hot are 


taxed at a certain Rate all Abſolutions in the 


Church of Rome for all forts of Sins; and 


Dr. Taylor ſays, that Pope Innocent the Eighth 


was either the Author or Enlarger of it. And 


to what do the Doctrines of Intention, Attri- 


tion, transferring of Merit, Abſolution, and 


Purgatory tend, but to licentious Wickedneſs? 
F will conclude this Head with referring you to 
a Book, entitled, The Practical Divinity of 
 Papiſts proved de eftrutt; ve to Chriſtianity and 
Men's Souls, written by the Venerable Mr, 
David Clarkſon, ſome time Tutor to Arch- 
i biſhop Tillotſon, amd T have heard, at his par- 


ticular Deſire; there you will ſee in a Variety 
of Taſtances, and by unqueſtionable Evidence, 


that Popery does moſt ſhamefully ſtrip God's 
Commands of all their Authority, and diſarm 
bis Threatnings of all their Terror. 1 am to 


add laſtly, 


4. The Spirit of Popery i is tyrannical, Inns. 5 


neering, and cruel ; Papiſts not only make 


void the Law of God by their Traditions, and 
break the Commandments of Chriſt, and 
teach Men to do ſo, but they impoſe their Er- 


rors and Conceits, and bind them on Men's 
Conſciences, and require an implicit Faith 


and blind Obedience. You muſt fay you be- | 
lieve whether Jo do or no, and muſt under- 


* Rivers Cattzaion of the Ih ür is called, Tara Ca- 
mere AP! Molicæ. | | 
| tand 


a 
nnn OPS. 
e : | 
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_ 
ſtand with their Underſtanding, and con- 
trary to your own, or elſe — What? Not 
that which any reaſonable Man would 
think, and has a Right to expect; not Ar- 
gument, Reaſon, Scripture, and the Repre- 
ſentation of Truth in a fair and convin- 
cing Light; but opptobious Names, ſolemn 
+l Curſes, a Sentence of Excommunieation, 
and then cruel Uſage, corporal Puniſh- 
ment, and every wholeſome Severity, z. e. 
all Kinds of Perſecution in their turns, 
1 and every Degree of it, againſt Reaſon and 
: without Shame: Such as Impriſonment, 
Confiſcation of Goods, Torture, Baniſh- 
\ ment, and at Jaſt Death by Sword or Fire, 
or in any inhuman or terrifying Way what-' 
ever. Witneſs the Hiſtory of ſeveral Ages 
and Nations, witneſs your Books of Mar- 
tyrs, witneſs the Tragedies acted in France” 
and Ireland, witneſs the Inquiſition ſtill 
ſubſiſting, witneſs what your Fathers told 
you in their Day; and to confute the falſe 
Pretence impoſed on weak Minds, that 
Papiſts are altered, and that Popery is now 
| become mild and gentle, and Lamb-like, 
+ witneſs the poor Proteſtants of Ja/fzburgh, 
who are driven out of their Country at this 
very time, only for the fake of their Re- 
ligion, many of whom your own Eyes 
have ſeen, your Hearts pitied, and your _ 
Hands relieved. While Papiſts are in- 
re op- 
TCANg 


veigling and deceiving you, they a 


- OG : __ a 
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ſerve, 
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preſſing and perſecuting your Brethren, and 
actually doing where they have Power, what, 
where they have none, they artfully ex- 
cuſe, or confidently deny. But, Sirs, let 
it ſharpen your Spirit ever ſo much againſt 
this cruel and falſe Religion, it is true, un- 
queſtionably true, and beyond all Contra- 
diction, that the very Spirit of Popery is 
a domineering, tyrannical, perſecuting, and 
JJ... or rr 


| And thus 1 have given you a thort and 


general View of Popery, and from this Ac- 


count it appears to be a great Corruption of 


the ſimplicity of the Goſpel. But I have 
only touch'd upon theſe Things, and barely 
 ſhewn you the Surface of this corrupt Re- 
ligion; my Brethren who follow me will 
enter more deeply into this Myſtery of Ini- 
gdgdquity, and carefully repreſent, and ſufficient- 
ly confute and expoſe it. 3 


But I am warranted from this Text to ob- 


2. The Concern the Apoſtle expreſſes, leſt 


the Corinthians ſhould be corrupted from the 
audit) that is in Chriſt : I am (lays | 
be) jealous over you, and I fear leſt your 
minds ſhould be corrupted. Jealouſy is a 
Mixture of Love and Fear ; by this the 

+ Apoſtle expreſſes great Concern for the 
Good of theſe Chriſtians, and great Fear 
and Apprehenſion of their Danger. He 


took 


> 4 4 8 
took it to be one great Part of his Buſineſs 
to give them good Advice and faithful 
Warning: He watch'd for their ſouls as 
one who was to give an account. His 
| Jealouſy and Fear made him attend with 
Diligence and Care, and uſe proper A ppli- 
cation and ſuitable Methods for their 
Preſervation; from this Religious Concern 
aroſe this tender and affectionate Cau - 
„„ : 155 e 
And that the Apoſtle underſtood it to 

be the Duty of Chriſtian Miniſters to do 

the ſame in like Circumſtances, may ap- 

pear from ſeveral Directions and Cauti- 
ons, ſuch as that Acts xx. 28, and fol- 
lowing Verſes, to the Elders of the Church 
of Epheſus Take heed unto yourſelves, 
and to all the flock over which the Holy 
Ghoſt hath made you overſeers, to feed the 
church of God, which he hath purchaſed 
with his own blood, For I know this, that 
after my departing ſhall grievous wobtves 


enter in among you, not ſparing the flacks - 


Alſo of your ſelves ſhall men ariſe ſpeak- 
ing perverſe things, to draw away diſti- 
' ples after them: Therefore watch and re. 
member, that by the ſpace of three years I 
ceaſed not to warn every one night and 
day with tears, Again, to the Church of 
Rome he thus writes, Romans the 16th 
Chapter the 17th and 18th Verſes, ——— 

Now TI beſeech you brethren, mark them 

1-5 RA ; 620 "Wai which 


[20 } 
which cauſe diviſ tons, and 0 fences, contrary 
to the doctrine which you have learned, 
and avoid them; for they that are ſuch 
| ſerve. not the Lor Jeſus Cbriſt, but their 
onen belly; and by good words and fair - 
Peeches deceive the hearts of the ſimple, i.e. '|' 
| by. flattering and colloguing Works they 
deceive the plain - hearted and harmleſs, 
who ſuſpect no Hurt, I beg leave alſo 
to obſerve, that St. Peter was of the 
ſame Mind, as appears from that humble 
and tender Exhortation in his firſt Epiſtle, 


wW [5th Chapter, 1ſt, zd, zd, and 4th Verſes. 


il Die elders which © are among you TI exhort, 

1 who am alſo an elder, and a witneſs of the 

=_ ſufferings of Chriſt, ans alſo a partaker of 1 
14 the glory that. ſhall be revealed, Feed the 
q | i Flock of God which is among you, taking 
ul Zhe over ſight thereof, not by conſtraint but 

jt willingly; nat for filthy lucre but of a rea- 

it nid; neither as being lords over God's 

| | beritage,. but being enſamples to the flock. 

1 Aud when the chief ſhepherd ſpall appear, 

| | ye. ſhall. receive, a Crown of glory that fa- 

Il _ aeth not away. I cannot paſs over this 

i Paſſage, without obſerying the modeſt, | 


humble, and condeſcending manner in 
which it is delivered, ſuitably to the Na- 
ture of the apoſtolick Office, which was 
A a ſervice Bf? hg not a ſovereignty and 
. dommation. But ſuch are the confident. 
| Fe of the Nan of Rome, 15 
. cy 
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they. claim the Title of Chriſt's Vicars, aud 


the Adminiſtration of his Kingdom, by Vir- 


tue of a Succeſſion from this n To 


that our 


which purpoſe they tell us 


bleſſed Saviour before he left this Earth, 


delegated his ſupreme Authority to St. Pe- 


ter the Prince of the Apoſtles ; ; and St. Pe- 
ter fixing his See at Rome, and dying there, 
bequeathed this Supremacy to his Succeſſors 


in that Chair to the end of the World : 


And therefore the Romiſh Biſhop is the Head 


5 the Catholick Church, his Empire the 
ſame with Chiiſt's, whoſe Lieutenant and 
Delegate he is, and that all the Chriſtian 


World ought to be ſubject to him upon 
9 And as the Succeſſor 
of St. Peter, the Pope is accordingly call'd, 
his Holineſs, the Sovereign Pontiſf, our moſt 
holy Lord the Pope, and ſometimes our 
Lord God the Pope; and (they ſay) all Laws 
human and divine are lodged in his Breaſt, 


pain of Damnation. 


and that it belongs to him to judge all, and 
to be judged by none. 
horrid Blaſphemy |! . 


Account of himſelf is only this, 
non Peter, 4 


Jeſus Chrift. 


Well! is it not our Duty 


; Who are Chriſtian Miniſters to warn Peo- 


ple of ſuch, dangerous Pride, Tyranny and 
J ſphemy , as Ns Is not ſuch daring In- 


Exorbitant Pride! 
and wretched Abuſe 


of a moſt pious humble Man! whoſe own. 
- : 
. ſervant and an apoſtle of 


| „ ſult 


» 
2 . * 
— — —7—5ð 


| our Labour. 


ſult as this upon the Authority of Chrift to 
be check'd? And are not the Corruptions, 
Errors, and Sins that grow out of this Stock 


to be Expoted and rooted up ? And ſhould 
not Chriſtian People be fed and taught more 
ſincerely and more faithfully ? If you think 


ſo, I now tell you this is the Deſign of 


— 


this Lecture; and if you judge of it as we 
do, we hope you will encourage it, by at- 
tending here once a Week as long as it 


aſts, 
and by attending to the things that are ſpo- 


ken from the Word of God, this being all the 
Preachers expect from you as the Reward of 


But I will now enter further into the Rea- 
ſon of our preaching in this manner againſt 
Popery, at this particular Junure,  _ 
1. And I very freely declare, (and am glad 


at my Heart that I am able to do it fully and 


ſtrongly) that it is not from any Apprehen- 
ſion that our Rulers favour Popery. This is 
not the Reaſon. We do not ſuſpect that Po- 

pery has any Encouragement from that Quar- 
ter. Papiſts meet with no Smiles at Court, 
where- ever elſe they find them: There was a 
Time indeed, (and fe 


ome of us have Reaſon to 


remember it) when the Nation had terrifying 
il —Apprehenſions of his Danger. Charles the Se- 
| _ cond, if he had any Religion, was a Papiſt: But 
| his Brother, and Succeſſor, abundantly mo 
„ ver 


> 483. * 
ver'd that Popery was the Darling of his 
Heart, and that he was ſo ſet upon the Re- 
eſtabliſhment of it here, as to venture at every 


thing. You know that King James the Second 


carried Matters ſo far as to receive a Nuncio 


from the Pope, and he ſent an Ambaſſador to 


Rome, in his Reign Popiſh Biſhops were con- 
ſecrated in the Royal Chapel, and the free and 
open Exerciſe of the * 5 Religion was eve- 

ry where ſet up. A firſt and ſecond Declara- 

tion for Liberty of Conſcience, againſt Law, 
and - for the ſake of Papiſts only, then came 
out; and many Biſhops, for petitioning the 

King to excuſe them and their Clergy from 

reading the latter of theſe, were ſent to the 
Priſon of the Tower; which Event, as conſe- 
quent upon many other illegal and arbitrary 

Proceedings, awaken'd the People of England 


to implore the Prince of Orange to come over 


and reſcue the Proteſtant Religion and Liber- 
tics of England. He came accordingly, by 
the good Hand of our God upon him, and 
brought our Salvation with him: And were 

this a proper Time for it, I ſhould remind 
| you of the general Joy ſpread through the 
| Proteſtant Nations, upon his being at length 
made and declar'd our King — How Pro- 

vidence carried that immortal Hero thro' a2 
difficult Reign — How he aſſerted the Cauſe 
of Truth and Liberty — How he humbled 
the Power of France, form'd a Confederacy 

3 E wich 
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Kick broke the 24 of univerſal Eni 
5 and left us Men who learned of him 


ow to defend the Liberties, and revenge 


the Injuries of Europe. What followed up- 
on the Death of the brave King William. 


WhO purſued his Scheme in the following 


Reign, and who eclips'd, at length, the 
Glory of his Succeſſor, broke the Confede- 
| racy, and led us back into great Danger of 

Popery and Slavery, you all know. But 
there was one Pillar of our Happineſs e- 
refed by King William, which thoſe Ma- 
nagers had not Time to pull down, that 

was, the Proteſtant Succeſſion in the illu- 

ſtrious Houſe of Hanover. King George I. 
ſucceeded the dead Queen in Peace, and 

ſoon after he was ſeated on the Throne, 


wiſely entered into Meaſures to rectify our 


diſordered State, repair OUTr rottering Con- 


ſtitution, ſtrengthen the Foundations which 


bad been treacherouſſy weaken'd, and ren- 
der thoſe impracticable which had been 
_ uſed to pave. the fd] for a Popiſh Pre- 
tender. 


His preſent Majeſty peaceably ſucceed- 


ed his Royal Father, inherits his Virtues 
as well as his Crown, and lives and reigns 
the Patron of Liberty, the Guardian of 


our Laws, and the Defender of the Pro- 


teſtant Faith. It is now the great Law of 
England — And may it be as that of 


the 


1 


[25] 


i the Per/in: ans and Medes, never to be altered, 

— That no Papiſt is capable of ſuccceding 

to the Imperial Crown of theſe Realms. It 

is indeed one Artifice of Popery, to 15 by 
er 


any Means to make us careleſs, or indifferent 


at leaſt, what Religion our i is of; and 
3 ſomething of this ſort has of late been hinr- . 
ed in that peſtilent, malignant Paper, called 
the Craft/man. — Bur Engliſhmen eaſily ſee 
through that Device; we too well remember 
our Danger in the Stewarts Reign, to be- 
lieve this ; we know the Abſurdity and In- 
: conſiſtency of a Popiſh Head to a Proteſtant 
Body, and are abundantly thankful to Al- 
mighty God for a Proteſtant King and Queen, 
ſurrounded with a large and lovely Offspring. | 
adorned with Royal and Princely Virtnes, 
and upon whom we look as, under God, 
the Strength and Glory of Great Britain, . 
and the whole Proteſtant World. But far- 


ther, 


2. We do not now appear againſt Popery, : 


Ho any Imagination that che Reformation 


from it has not been unqueſtionably proved 


to be highly reaſonable and abſolutely neceſ- 


The Reformers waited till Error and 


: 5: came up to their height, and con- 


tinued in the, Rowi/ſh Church till ſhe was 


moſt wofully corrupted; and (as one expreſ- 
ſes it) till her Wounds ſtunk, and became 


eä; and chen 23 departed from the 


D Teste 


—— ee — 


————— gͤ¹—h— 
-. © > ˙ mwN —² U — . 
* 2 A — —— 
Fe” — * Ne 


N th — = _ 
\ — — W 
oe RG LR 4 4 — 
— — 2 — — 
—ͤ — — — — — — — 
1 
m 


— 


* 2. 
———ä—I—h—iʒ <a > 
— — 


- —_ 
2 — — . — — 
2 - —— 
———ę—— N 2 
by — 


34 . — — ——ß— —yᷣ—ᷣ— ——ů ret EEE 


A ont oxi oY AGO VIGOR hate ey oe ——ů 


aA AE 
— — — 
— 
— ——— - — 
— — 
— — — — 
© 


[26] 


| Tents of. thoſe Men, that they might uot . 
conſumed in their Sins. And we not on] 

approve the Reformation, and think it juſti- 
able, but we heartily rejoice in it, and bleſs. 


God, who inſpired the Reformers with ſo 


much Zeal and Courage, and gave them ſuch 


O 


good and great Succels. They bore a noble 
| Teſtimony for God, they bravely contended : 


for the Authority of Chriſt, and the Faith 


once delivered to the Saints, and finely N 
3 pleaded the Cauſe of Truth and Liberty, a- 
gainſt Men who loved darkneſs ratber than 
hight, becauſe their deeds are evil: Their 
Separation from the Romiſh Communion was 
_ unqueſtionably juſt and neceſſary, and the 
Charge of Schifm and Hereſy exhibited a: 
gainſt them on this account, was a moſt un- 


Juſt Reproach, which they Were well able 
caſily to wipe off: 


Nor do we forget the noble 3 * 


by the Clergy and People of England, againſt 
the return of Popery, in the Reigns I juſt 
now mentioned; the Reformation was then 


bravely defended, and this corrupt Religion 


effectually expoſed with moſt ſolid Argu- 


ments, and the greateſt Strength of Reaſon, by 


Men of the firſt Rank for Learning, Parts and 
Furniture. The Names of Chill;ngworth and. 
Barrow, of Williams and Tillotſon, of Stil- 
linefieet, Patrick, Clagget and Sherlock, who, 

all bore ſo 'confiderable a Part, and made ſa 


good 2 


LT. 


ought always to be mentioned, by all Pro- 


teſtants, with the greateſt Honour ; nor are 


Oden and Clarkſon, and Pool and Bax- 


ter to be overlooked in this Controverſy ;_ 


they were worthy Men; and behaved well 


in a critical and dangerous Juncture. We 


have a great Cloud of Witneſſes before us, 


for the Proteſtant Religion; we follow Men 


of Renown here; and it is indeed a Matter 
of ſome Wonder, that thoſe Men, who ſo 
thoroughly difabled the Advocates for Po- 


pery, did not write that Religion quite out 


of the World! Bur it is not in all Caſes e- 


nough, it ſeems, to refer People to Things 


done a good while ago ; our Religion has, 


indeed, been well defended, and with great 


Learning and Labour ; but particular Occur- 


| rences may happen, that make it exceeding _ 
ptoper to review ſuch a Controverly as this, 


ſtir us up to imitate the Zeal of our Fa- 


thers, and examine the Ground we ſtand 
on, for our own fuller Satisfaction, and the 


Information of the riſing Generation. And, 
which brings me to my main Point, ſuch 
1 apprehend is the preſent Juncture. Attempts 


are at this Time made every where about 
us, by Popiſh Zealots, to diſeaſe and unſet- 
tle the Minds of Proteſtants: We are well 


informed, that there are great Numbers of 
Popiſh Emiſſaries amofigſt us, many Maſs- 
V Houſes 


god a Figure in the Popiſh Controverſy, 
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Houſes in the iſeveral "LY of this City, 
and other Places, and great Pains taken to re- 
concile Proteſtants to Popery, take off thoſe 
Prejudices and Horrors they have been wont 
to conceive againſt it, and to abate by de- 
grees, = Fears of fatal Conſequences, if 
this Religion ſhould be again eſtabliſhed in 
Sigl Popiſh Catechiſms, printed this 
very Vear, and other Books which we have 
ſeen, and ſome of us have in poſſeſſion, are 
put into People's Hands, full of Craft and 
of Afſurance; and freſh Informations are fre- 
_ quently ſent to many of us, of the great 
Diligence of the Papiſts at this Time, and 
beyond their uſual Secrecy, to corrupt the 
meaner People eſpecially, and to gain over 
Numbers to their Side. The juſt Charges 
we lay»apainſt Popery, they roundly deny; 
— tell People it is now a quite different 
Thing than what it was formerly; and that 
they, good Men, have laid Ade Cruelty and 
Perſecution, and are for ding Body any 
Hurt at all, but from pure M 


Rotives of Cha- | 
rity and Religion, induced to take unwearied 
Pains to recover Backſliders to the Fold of 


_ Chriſt. While Papiſts uſe the Subtilty of 


the Serpent, they would ſeem to be as harm- 
leſs as Doves ; and they appear on this fide the 
Water in Sheeps Cloathing, who on the other 
are fierce as ravenous and devouring Wolves: 
One While they 25 on a Kae and e 8 
. 


, 9 


[29] 
Face, and tell People that n out of i 3 
their Church is impoſſible; and therefore 
beſeech them, for che Sake of their Souls, 
to embrace their Communjon, At ano- 
ther time, after courteous Behaviour, much 
civil Diſcourſe, great good Manners, and 
a plain and eaſy Account of their great 
Power and Dexterity in helping People to 
Heaven, they ſtrongly and boldly under- 
take for the Salvation of ſuch as become 
Converts to them, believing and doing as 
| they appoint and, require, laying, — You. 
are ſecure of Salvation in our Church; your 
HFHappineſs is undoubted and unqueſtionable; 
and, my Soul for yours, you ſhall not, and | 
cannot miſcarry. 
Theſe confident Undertakers would EY 


People believe, that they can eaſily ſecure . - 
them from all Danger that ariſes from Ig- 
norance and Wickedneſs; they have Indul- 


. 


gence and Abſoluti ready, and at hand, 
for all that; and Prieſt, by the high 
and mighty Power he receives from the 
Pope, and. St. Peter, eſpecially at Eaſter, 
will make every confeſſing Sinner, for a ſmall 
Sum, as ſound and clean as when he came 
firſt into the World. If indeed there ſhould | 
be any doubting of the Truth of this Re- 
ligion, or the Power of the» Prieſt, and the 
Dope, and any Inquiry into and after the 
lactsg. Sggipcures, thoſe bleſſed Fountains: of 
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Light and Truth, this is a moft dadgerdüs 
Tning, this ſhews an heretical Diipoſition, oh 
and poor Souls are ſoon frighted our of it, 
_ with the dreadful Threatnings of Hell and 
Damnation. Thus is Popery founded in Ig- 
norance and Wickednels, and os Dy 
-- Craft and Terror, 
Well, Sirs, we muſt not ſleep while the 
Enemy fows theſe Tares. Error and Sin muſt 
not ſpread their poiſonous Roots amongſt tis - 
unrebuked! while Papiſts are diligent to de- 
ceive, Proteſtants ſure ſhould not be idle. A 
good Cauſe muſt not be left to ſhift for it- 
ſelf: It becomes us all to take ſome Pains, 
if we do indeed fear, that as the Serpent 
beguiled Eve thro his Subtility, ſo theſe 
Managers ſhould corrupt our People from he 
Simplicity that is in Chriſt. 5 
a Plea for Separation from the Church of 
Rome comes very naturally from out Quar- 
ter: Proteſtant Diſſenters are exceedingly 
conſiſtent in the Defence of Truth and Li- 
berty againſt all Popiſh Domination and Ty- 
ranny: In this we may engage as a common 
Cauſe, without a Suſpicion of private Intereſt 
or party Views; and for my Part, I cannot 
but think the preſent Juncture a loud Call 
upon us, to lay aſide all Differences among 
ourſelves, if any ſuch remain, when the com- 
mon Enemy of Diſſenters, and of all Pro- 
teſtants, is, 1 know not with what Views, 


** 


And ſure I am, 
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making freſh and vigorous Attempts upon us, 
Beſides: Silence at ſuch a Time as this might 


© 


turn 'to our Reproach : We might be ſup- 
poſed wanting in our Aﬀection to the Go- 


vernment under which we have the Happi- | 


neſs to live, and in our Zeal againſt a Popiſh 
Pretender ant his Adherents, if we did not 


appear with Readinels and Spirit on the pre- 


ſent Occaſion; nor is it a ſmall Advantage 
and Encouragement to us, that we can appear 
for the Proteſtant Religion in the moſt pub- 


lick Manner, without Offence to our Ru- 


lers, and that we are not under the ſame In- 


convenience our Fathers were who pleaded 


this Cauſe in the Reigns of former Kings. 


And now I have ſaid what I think may be 
ſufficient to ler you into the Reaſon and Fit- 
nels of this Lecture againſt Popery at this 
Time. I beg Leave to add a Paragraph out 


of the Preface of the late Reverend Mr. 
Bennet of Newcaſtle, to his Sermons againſt 
Popery, — The Words are theſe — © Had 


+« Popery been an old Hereſy, dead and 


buried inthe Church a thouſand Years ago, 
I would not have raked in its Aſhes and 
— 9 (hk it a Revival; but tis a living Re- 


igion, the Religion of a great Part of | 


10 Europe, and what has long been ſtriving 


for more Room, endeavouring to extend 


its Branches over diſtant Countries, and 
5 end its Poiſon thro the Nations round 
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before that Year concluded Things had quite 
another Aſpect, the Proteſtant Religion (often 
reſcued by Providence) Was again preſeryed 


"S167 


* about. And Who knows not that ever 


| ak 


ten in the Vear 1714; but, thanks be to God, 


by the Proteſtant Succeſſion taking Place, to 
the Joy and Surprize of us all, and to the 
Glory and Honour of God. O that ever memo- 


rable Firſt of Auguſt! With what Agitation 
and Tranſport did we hear King George pro- 
_ claimed ? With what Gratitude did we then 
remember King William and receive his Lega- 
cy, and with what Ardour and Piety were our 
adoring Eyes and Hearts then lifted up unto 
God? One might have gueſſed by the Coun- 


tenances of thoſe that met us, who were diſ- 


appointed and who preſerved. 


Well, Sirs, the Corruption we then fear'd, 


it is the Deſign of this Lecture to oppoſe; 
the Bleſſings we then received, we are now 
ſetting ourſelves to defend; and this we do, 
becauſe where- ever Popery lets up its Altars, 
Liberty and Religion are made a Sacrifice, 

as that riſes thoſe muſt fall: Popery threatens 
a 


nd graſps at all thar's dear to us both as Men | 


. 
and Chriſtians; no wonder therefore that if 
any, thoꝰ it be but a diſtant Danger of this ap- 
pear, ſuch as we are alarmed, and jeize the Op- 
portunity to prevent its Approach by prudent 
Endeavours and fervent Prayers to the blef. 
fed God, whoſe Servants we are, and whoſe 
Cauſe in this World we believe to be that 
of Truth and Liberty. This Cauſe Proteſtant 
PDiſſenters humbly plead with God and Man 
well knowing it is our Intereſt and Duty ſo 
to do; for it is eaſy to foreſee, if Popery 
| ſhould ever return hither, who are like to be 
its firſt, tho' not its only Sacrifice. In this 
Service then let us all agree; our Aim as far 
as J know is ſingly this, to warn Men of 
the preſent Growth and Danger of Popery; 
to ſhew them that this is juſt What it ever 
was, without any real Difference in either 
its Principles or its Spirit; to raiſe and ani- 
mate that Zeal againſt it which ſeems too 
much abated; to find out its lurking Places, 
and root it out of Mens Hearts, and ſnew 
them the Uſe and Value of their Bibles— for 
the Bible, the Bible, (ſaid Mr. Chi#lmgworth) 
is the Religion of Proteſtants.» This Papiſts 
- conceal; this they corrupt and: adulterate ; to 
this they add, and from this they criminally 
take away; but this Proteſtants prize and 
contend for, as the great Rule of our Faith, 
the Charter of our Privileges, and the only 
Ground of our eternal Hopes: With this 
— . 
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FER or the Spirit, let us contend wich Er: 


fror and Sin; from hence let us learn to 
Wl! preach, and pray, and live; and when we have 


obtained Mercy from the Lord to be found 
faithful, and having ſerved God and our Ge. 
'mneration according 0 his Will, ſhall be dead. 


Teſtimony for God and Chriſt, and true Re- 
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| Sword of the Spirk, let us contend with Er- 
1 ror and Sin; from hence let us learn to 
1 preach, and pray, and live; and when we have 
| obtained Mercy from the Lord to be found 

4 : Jaithful, aud having ſerved God and our Ge- 
1 neration according to bis Will, ſhall be dead . 
1 and gone, may others riſe up, and bear a 
1 Teſtimony for God and Chriſt, and true Re- 
0  ligios, not only as we have done, but much 
Wt | more . e 
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